
Suspected opioid poisoning
 • Check for responsiveness.
 • Shout for nearby help.
 • Activate the emergency response system.
 • Get naloxone and an AED if available.
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Prevent deterioration
 • Tap and shout.
 • Open the airway and reposition.
 • Consider naloxone.
 • Transport to the hospital.

Yes NoIs the  
person breathing  

normally?

Start CPR
 • Use an AED.
 • Consider naloxone.
 • Refer to the BLS/Cardiac 

Arrest algorithm.

Support ventilation
 • Open the airway and  

reposition.
 • Provide rescue breathing or 

a bag-mask device.
 • Give naloxone.

Yes No
 Does the  

person have a pulse?
(Assess for ≤10 

seconds.)

Ongoing assessment of 
responsiveness and breathing

Go to 1.
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Opioid-Associated Emergency for Healthcare Providers Algorithm


